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Lecture 1: Introduction

1. Types of phonological theory

TAXONOMIC-PHONEMIC GENERATIVIST (and subsequent)

Jones, Pike; Bloch, Hockett, Gimson Halle, Chomsky, all linguists since

c.1970

e classify utterance data e model the speaker's competence

e assign allophones to phonemes e map underlying phonemes (etc.)
onto segments by rule

e minimal pairs are crucial e homophones may be underlyingly
distinct

e morphological alternations e morphological alternations

largely ignored furnish relevant evidence
e strictly language-specific e interest in universals
e relatively concrete e may be very abstract

e segments ‘monolithic’ e feature-based

2. Phonology of the articles
Definite article: the
Strong form: usually iz, sometimes 69
Weak forms: 03 before a consonant 09 f3:st, 09 laust
0i before a vowel 0i end, 0i A09, 0i aunli
Note: w, j, h are phonologically consonants 03 wel, 09 ja:d, 09 heet
Note also sometimes 0i ?end
oi: f3:st
Indefinite article: a, an
Both strong and weak forms are sensitive to the next segment.

Before a consonant er, 3 3 bar, 3 g3l
Before a vowel &n, an an eg, an nks
Same behaviour of w, j, h 3 wel, 9 jaid, 9 heet
However an ?eg (not *3 ?eq)
Hard Attack (optional)
D> H#_V 0i ?end, an ?eqg
Rule ordering: 1. articles; 2. hard attack.
to Strong form: usually tu:
Weak forms: ta before a consonant to 'kam, to 'gou
tu before a vowel tu 'exm, tu 'a:sk, tu 3'lav
But also to '?emm, to '?a:sk, ta ?3'lav

Rule ordering: 1. articles; 2. hard attack; 3. weakening of fo.



