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Recommendations

for standardized phonetics of Estuary English

J.C. Wells, University College London

From a talk given in Heidelberg, November 1994

Transcribe EE as RP, including 

l /h/ for the final/prevocalic vowel in weak syllables, previously written /H/ in RP, 
thus /!gzoh/ happy, /!ud?qh?r/ various; 

l /t/ for the final/prevocalic vowel in weak syllables, previously written /U/ in RP, 
thus /!SzMjit/ thank you, /$fqzcYt!dHR?m/ graduation; 

but with the following changes: 

l EE /@H/ for RP /`H/, thus /oq@Hr/ price; 
l EE /zT/ for RP /`T/, thus /lzTS/ mouth (cf. Cockney [lz9e]); 
l EE /n/ for final/preconsonantal /k/, thus /lHnj/ milk, /!lHcn/ middle; 
l EE />/ for /s/ when syllable-final and preceded by a sonorant: 

¡ within a word, when followed by a consonant other than /q/, thus /!eT>aN9n/ 
football, /!cYdm>kh/ gently; 

¡ word-finally, optionally at the end of a stressed syllable, categorically at 
the end of an unstressed syllable: thus /adns/ or /adn>/ belt, /!sHjH> $PeHr/ 
ticket office, /He H> !Hy/ if it is;

l EE /sR+ cY/ for RP /si+ ci/, thus /!sRt9ycdH/ Tuesday, /qH!cYt9r/ reduce. 

In regard to the lexical incidence of phonemes, 

l the participle/gerund ending -ing fluctuates stylistically between /Hm/ and /HM/, 
thus /!qUmHm/ or /!qUmHM/ running; 

l the suffix -thing is usually /SHMj/ rather than /SHM/, thus /!dmhSHMj/ anything; 
l EE usually has /m/ for RP /ms/ in the items /!svdmh/ twenty and /!okdmh/ plenty, 

and for want and went when prevocalic, thus /!vPmHc/ wanted, /vdm !zT>/ went 
out - but note that there is no American-style nt-reduction in other items, e.g. 
winter remains /!vHms?/; 

l EE prefers /?m/ in various environments where RP would prefer syllabic /m< /, 
thus /!rsdHR?m/ station. 
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