Abstract

One of the major tasks of the working group "Enabling Technology and Research" in
the ESPRIT-project 2589 (SAM) is the production of standard European speech
databases. Within SAM, standard recording protocols and several tools for recording
and annotion of speech databases on the standard SAM workstation (SESAM) have
been developed. The whole EUROM.1 database covers eight European languages
(Danish, Dutch, British English, French, German, Italian, Norwegian and Swedish).

Introduction

In scientific and practical application terms the SAM project has been outstandingly
successful. Within its funded lifetime it was given a rare Flagship Award by the
European Commission and many hundreds of research papers and reports and
working documents were produced which have subsequently been widely used and
referenced, multi- and poly-language corpora were initiated and complete
complementary sets of interlinked software tools made available to other workers.
The project served as a model for similar activities in Japan, USA, Australia and
China. It has led to the formation of the very influential COCOSDA network, at the
world level of activity, and to the authoritative EAGLES overview of work in Spoken
Language Systems in Europe itself. These achievements have only been possible as
the result of a substantial degree of dedication, and some hardship, on the part of a
core of workers.

The first tangible outcome of the SAM group's collaboration took place in June
1986 when a complete proposal was made to the European Commission for the
definition and establishment in Spoken Language Engineering of a European
foundation for multi- and poly-lingual standards in performance assessment and
evaluation. Although the proposal was well-received by external experts, European
Community difficulties made it impossible to obtain funding. The initiation of the
SAM Definition Phase ESPRIT Project 1541 (21187 - 311II88) followed a further full
proposal, and it was during this period that a theoretical consensus was established
and the main practical approaches to multi-language cooperation were agreed. The
work packages were designed by the industrial and academic partners so that
practice and theory were cooperatively addressed. Continuing longer term funding
uncertainty gave the need for a further interim proposal which led to the Extension
Phase of 1541 (1IV88 - 28I1189) during which the first CDROM corpus, EUROMO, was
made, phonotypically described and practically applied in conjunction with the
special phonetic, linguistic and software tools which were in course of development
and being implemented on SESAM the reference workstation. This was followed by
a proposal for a five year period of sustained, and coherently supported, work within
ESPRIT II. Although the new workplan was well-received as a scheme of



multinational research and development it proved once more impossible, but this
time for local administrative reasons within the Commission, to obtain stable
support. The five year programme was cut to three years (with the elimination of the
means for the production of EUROMI1 as one economy) and then the three year
period was reduced to two separately negotiated eighteen month projects. In the
event once initiated the first of these projects remained unfunded by the EC for six
months and some younger colleagues were lost - as was their work. EUROPEC
(European Program d'Enregistrement de Corpus), for example, was in consequence
only finally functional well after the planned period of data acquisition and a major
part of the work on EUROM]1 has been done without funding long after the end of
the main project. The main SAM project was then fragmented by the EC into two
artificially separate "research" and "application" groups, SAM_R and SAM-A. The
three year SAM-A Project 6819 in ESPRIT II (coordinated by Vocalis) would have
provided a basis for the completion of EUROM1 but the EC announced its
termination before the end of its first year of existence. A somewhat similar
administrative fate has led to the stillbirth of the SpeechBase Spoken Language
Resources Project which was conceived by the European Speech Community as a
vital resource component of the Framework IV Programme. The present EUROM1
activity has derived some benefit from being associated with the narrowly
application oriented SpeechDat Project (LRE 66314) but the corpus has finally been
produced with VALUE support mostly as the result of the continuing dedication of
largely unfunded SAM people.

A brief acknowledgement follows to the workers and institutions primarily
responsible for the final completion of EUROM1.
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Individual centres validated their own corpora. The major work involved in overall
compilation and correction was done at NPL by Tim Sherwood and at UCL by
Dominic Sai Fan Chan, with inputs from Steve Nevard and Adrian Fourcin - who
wrote this note.
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