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Foreword

This book is written from a descriptive-linguistic and language-teaching
perspective. It is intended both for native speakers and for learners of English
at university level. My aim is to help the reader to recognize and reproduce
the important intonation patterns of English and to understand what they

mean and how they are used. The emphasis is on conversational English.

My debt to my teachers J.D. O’Connor and Michael Halliday will be evident.
Among more recent writers on intonation I would particularly mention Paul
Tench, to whom I owe the idea of devoting a separate chapter to each of the

three Ts. My other main sources are listed in the References.

I have benefited from many discussions over the years with my colleagues
Michael Ashby, Patricia Ashby, Jill House and John Maidment. Email
discussions on the Supras list were stimulating, particularly the input from
Tamikazu Date. Mercedes Cabrera offered useful comments on a draft

version. Thanks to all.

John Wells

London, September 2005
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