Pilot Programme for teaching Linguistics to A-level students
Background to the trial:
· Leyton Sixth Form College is a widening participation college based in North East London.  We have about 2000 students following a range of courses from level 1 to level 4.
· Students were given the opportunity to do a short course in Linguistics and then complete an Extended Project, which involved Linguistics.  Although the course was targeted at AS Gifted and Talented students, studying English or Modern Languages, it was open to all students.
· The idea was to give students an overview of Linguistics so they could follow their own areas of interest when researching their topic for the Extended Project.
Linguistics and the Extended Project:
· Initially 19 students signed up, but 4 dropped out in the early stages, and a further 5 dropped out after completing the Linguistics component as they didn’t wish to complete the Extended Project. 

· Term 1 (Autumn) covered a variety of topics relating to Linguistics (see Scheme of Work for further details).
· Term 2 (Spring) focused on introducing students to the Extended Project and research techniques.
Profile of Students:
· Of the 10 students who stayed the course 2 were A2 students, 8 were AS students

· Students who chose to follow the course were studying a range of subjects: French, Spanish, English Literature, English Language, English Language & Literature, History, Critical Thinking, General Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Philosophy, Law, Art & Design, 3D Design, Business Studies, Music, Maths, Chemistry, Physics, and Biology 
· 8 of the students had families who spoke other languages, such as, Somali, Urdu, Gujarati, Arabic, French and Greek.  Some of the students were bilingual.
Teacher profile:
I currently teach the entire range of English courses at all levels at Leyton Sixth Form College. I originally trained as a secondary school teacher of Modern Languages.  I have a first class degree in Linguistics and French.
I grew up in a bilingual environment and am fluent in both English and BSL. As a result I became fascinated by different languages as I was exposed to a range of both spoken and sign languages from an early age. I can speak French, and have a basic understanding of Spanish, Portuguese and German.

The Linguistics Course:
The idea was to introduce students to Linguistics and how it relates to a range of other disciplines.  What was particularly interesting was the range of knowledge brought by the students themselves.   In particular we looked at
· language families

· accents and dialects

· the status of languages

· language birth and death (pidgins and creoles and the status of minority languages)

· sound systems (including IPA)

· writing systems

· syntax and morphology 

· idioms

Students were then required to follow their own areas of interest to complete an Extended Project.  The 2 A2 students have already completed their Extended Projects, one about accents and one about Chaucer.  The topics being researched by the others include: how words borrowed from English to French are pronounced, passive and active vocabulary of children whose parents speak Somali, idioms in English, the use of punctuation in chat rooms, the use of English in Indian soap operas, and the Language of Negro Spirituals.
Conclusions:

What surprised me initially was that the students who were interested in following the course weren’t all studying English or a Modern Language.  A lot of the students were studying science and maths subjects.  It became apparent early on that the students had a personal reason for wanting to study Linguistics, either because their parents weren’t native speakers of English, or they had lived in another country.  The two students who did not come from multi-lingual backgrounds came from the West Indies, and so had family members who spoke Patois (one of them had a Jamaican accent as she had only just moved to Britain). 

I tended to base the classes around giving a brief introduction to each topic, so that students had a general understanding of the theories, and then allowed students to build on this using research or their own experiences.  It was useful as it not only enabled students to formulate links between Linguistics and their other subjects but also gave them an understanding of their linguistic heritage.  

I found that the students brought a wealth of knowledge and experience to the topic and I learnt from them about the writing systems of Arabic, Urdu and Hindi, and the politics and status of these languages.  A lot of discussion arose about attitudes to languages, language learning and bilingualism.  Students discussed why certain family members had learnt English whereas others who had been in Britain just as long could understand English but couldn’t (or as one student suspected, wouldn’t) speak English.  Some parents encouraged bilingualism and multi-lingualism at home, whereas others only spoke to their children in English even though it wasn’t their first language.  One student explained that even though she herself was bilingual, her parents were trilingual and used the third language when they wanted to discuss their children.

The future

It is difficult to persuade students to undertake a course which doesn’t link to a qualification.  Despite this we are attempting this year to offer a range of short courses in Linguistics to support students’ study.  We are considering offering short courses in grammar and phonetics to support Language, English and ESOL students, as well as offering a course in understanding multi-lingualism for our multi-lingual students.
