	National Curriculum Review - Call for Evidence

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for this consultation is: 14 April 2011


Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
	[image: image5.png]




	Address:
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If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the DfE Public Communications Unit on:

Telephone: 0370 000 2288

e-mail: NCReview.RESPONSES@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 0370 000 2288

e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk
SECTION A: ABOUT YOU
Please select ONE box that best describes you as a respondent. (Head teachers and teachers please select the school sector you work in).
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	Parent/Carer
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	Chair of Governors/Governor
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	Pupil/Student
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	Secondary School
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	Primary School
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	Special School /SEN Sector
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	Academy
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	Independent School
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	Early Years Sector
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	Local Authority
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	Employer/Business Sector
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	Subject Association
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	Awarding Organisation
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	Government Body
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	Higher Education - Education Specialist
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	Higher Education - Other
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	Further Education Provider
	x
	Learned Society
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	Teaching Association/Union
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	Other (please specify in box below)
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	Please Specify:  The Committee for Linguistics in Education (CLIE), which represents two of the main societies for Linguistics: the Linguistics Association of Great Britain, and the British Association for Applied Linguistics. CLIE’s members also include a wide range of other associations that have an interest in language education; uniquely, CLIE’s remit covers education in both English and foreign languages. Our website is http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/dick/ec/clietop.htm.


	


Is your response representative of an organisation or is it an individual response?

	x
	Organisation
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	Individual
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	Please Specify:  I write as the Chair of CLIE (see previous box).



	


SECTION B: FOR PARENTS AND CARERS ONLY (Q1 - Q5)

Please go to Section C if you are not a parent or carer
The National Curriculum sets out what all pupils in England should learn from the ages of 5 to 16. It is not intended to cover everything that children should be taught, but only the essential knowledge which should be determined nationally, rather than by individual schools.  More information on the current National Curriculum can be found here.

As part of the review of the National Curriculum, we want to know how you as parents/carers can be well informed about what your child should be learning, so that you can support your children and know what to expect from their school. So please let us know your views and experiences.

1 Do you have a child or children in any of the following age groups? Please tick all that apply.
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	Under 4
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	4-10 years
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	11-16 years
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	Over 16
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	Comments:



	


2 What would most help you to know what your children should be learning in different subjects at school?
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	Comments:



	


3 Currently schools use eight National Curriculum "levels" to identify the level at which children are working in each subject (eg "Your child is at Level 4 in English and Level 5 in mathematics"). Does this kind of reporting help you to understand how well your child is doing at school?

	[image: image35.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


4 Is there anything that you think could be done to the National Curriculum that would help you support your children's learning more effectively?
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	Comments:



	


5 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make about issues covered in this section.

	[image: image40.png]



	Comments:



	


SECTION C: GENERAL VIEWS ON THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM (Q6a - Q8)

The National Curriculum is one part of the wider school curriculum.  Each subject in the National Curriculum has a statutory Programme of Study that is determined by the Government setting out the content to be taught in that subject. Schools are legally required to teach these subjects and the specified content to all pupils at the relevant key stages (a key stage is a group of school years). More information on the current National Curriculum can be found here. 
The National Curriculum was originally envisaged as a guide to what children should learn in key subjects, giving parents and teachers confidence that students were acquiring the knowledge necessary at each level of study to make appropriate progress. As it has developed, the National Curriculum has come to include more subjects, prescribe more outcomes and take up more school time than originally intended. It is the Government's intention that the National Curriculum be slimmed down so that it properly reflects the body of essential knowledge in key subjects and does not absorb the overwhelming majority of teaching time in schools. Individual schools will then have greater freedom to construct their own curricula in subjects outside the National Curriculum, to reflect local circumstances and the needs of their pupils. 

The purpose of this section is to find out your general views on the current National Curriculum and what, if anything, you think should be changed.

6 a) What do you think are the key strengths of the current National Curriculum? 
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	Comments:  

The 2007 revised NC statements for both English and Modern Foreign Languages put ‘Knowledge about Language’ at the heart of their subject knowledge.  As the English statement says, ‘Looking at the patterns, structures, origins and conventions of English helps pupils understand how language works.’  And for MFL, using their knowledge of English ‘can help

pupils to remember new language and to understand how the target

language works.’  This integrating strand of Knowledge about Language should certainly be retained as part of the subject knowledge of both subjects. 

The NC for both English and MFL also encourages a good approach to variation in language. Pupils learn that it is normal for language to vary socially, geographically and historically, which provides a good intellectual framework for learning standard English. For English, this means that standard English is part of the subject matter, and not just a skill; but it also means that pupils can study their own colloquial and (in most cases) non-standard spoken language as a basis for understanding how language works. This very progressive view of language teaching puts us ahead of many other countries, and we should be particularly proud of two achievements of the last few decades: the study of spoken language at GCSE, and the A-level in English Language (which has now been copied in Australia). 


	


6 b) What do you think are the key things that should be done to improve the current National Curriculum? 
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	Comments:

1. Knowledge about Language (see 6a) should be made even more prominent in both English and MFL, and the learning, assessment and teaching of KaL should be more systematic to guarantee progression across the school years. At present pupils typically learn very little even about basic grammar, not to mention more challenging areas of KaL. 

2. The links between English and MFL should be more prominent in the English curriculum. English as well as MFL will benefit from closer links between the two.



	


7 a) What are the key ways in which the National Curriculum can be slimmed down?
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	Comments:



	


7 b) Do you think that the proportion or amount of lesson time should be specified in any way in the National Curriculum; eg for particular subjects and/or within particular key stages?
	x
	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:

The amount ot lesson time for a subject is an important guide to the level of achievement expected in that subject. This is particularly important in the case of Foreign Languages, to which the UK devotes less curriculum time than any other country. If the Government wants to raise standards of achievement in Languages, schools will want to know how many hours per week will be needed in order to achieve the new standards.


	


8 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make about the issues covered in this section
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	Comments:



	


SECTION D: English, mathematics, science and physical education (Q9a-Q13)
The remit for the review makes clear that English, mathematics, science and physical education (PE) will remain National Curriculum subjects at all four key stages (i.e. from age 5 to 16).  The introduction of the new National Curriculum will be phased, with new Programmes of Study for these four subjects being taught from September 2013. In terms of the detailed content of the Programmes of Study, this initial call for evidence therefore focuses on the four subjects in the first phase of the review.  A further call for evidence will be launched in early 2012 in relation to all other subjects that it is decided should be part of the future National Curriculum, and new Programmes of Study for those subjects will be taught from September 2014. This decision will be made in light of responses to this call for evidence (see Section E). 

The intention is that in future the National Curriculum should focus on the essential knowledge in key subjects that all children need to acquire in order to progress in their education and take their place as educated members of society.

Against that background, the questions below ask for your views on what is essential to include in the Programmes of Study for the four subjects in phase one. In particular:

· For English, mathematics and science, we would like your views on the essential knowledge that pupils need in order to deepen their understanding at each stage of their education. Your views will help inform the content of new statutory Programmes of Study for each subject. 

· For physical education, we would like your views on what should be included in a shorter, less prescriptive Programme of Study. 

We are seeking your views on what you regard as the essential knowledge (eg facts, concepts, principles and fundamental operations) that pupils should be taught in each subject considered in this section, and why. Please note that the current National Curriculum uses terms such as "knowledge, skills and understanding" but you are free to use whatever language you see fit in setting out your responses. What is more important is setting out the knowledge itself and why you regard it as essential.

We are particularly interested in any evidence that demonstrates the positive impact of your proposals.  This might, for example, be formal research, examination/test results, or evidence of progress for particular groups of students.
If you would prefer to base your comments on either the current or a previous version of the National Curriculum Programmes of Study, please feel free to do so but we would ask you to make clear in your response which version of the Programme of Study you are referring to.   If you have produced a draft of one or more Programmes of Study which you would like us to consider, you may wish to submit this to NCReview.DOCUMENTS@education.gsi.gov.uk and refer to it in your response.

Note that you do not need to respond to all the questions in this section:  for example, you may want to focus on particular subjects and / or on particular ages or key stages.
9 a) English
What knowledge do you regard as essential to include in the Programme of Study for English? Please also set out why this is essential and at what age or key stage. If you prefer to submit evidence separately on this matter, please send this to: NCReview.DOCUMENTS@education.gsi.gov.uk 
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	Comments:

[see separate document] 

		

	


9 b) Considering your response to the above, should the Programme of Study for English be set out on a year by year basis or as it currently is, for each key stage?
	[image: image49.png]



	Year by Year
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	Key Stages
	x
	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


10 a) Mathematics
What knowledge do you regard as essential to include in the Programme of Study for mathematics? Please also set out why this is essential and at what age or key stage.  If you prefer to submit evidence separately on this matter, please send this to: NCReview.DOCUMENTS@education.gsi.gov.uk
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	Comments:



	


10 b) Considering your response to the above, should the Programme of Study for mathematics be set out on a year by year basis or as it currently is, for each key stage?
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	Year by Year
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	Key Stages
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


11 a) Science
What knowledge do you regard as essential to include in the Programme(s) of Study for science? Please also set out why this is essential and at what age or key stage. If you prefer to submit evidence separately on this matter, please send this to: NCReview.DOCUMENTS@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you prefer, you may wish to set out your response in relation to the three separate science disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics.
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	Comments:



	


11 b) Considering your response to the above, should the Programme(s) of Study for science be set out on a year by year basis or as it currently is, for each key stage?
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	Year by Year
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	Key Stages
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


Do you believe that the Programme(s) of Study for science should identify separate requirements for biology, chemistry and physics:

11 c) at Key Stage 1?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


11 d) at Key Stage 2?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


11 e) at key stage 3?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


11 f) at Key stage 4?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


12 a) Physical Education
What do you consider should be the essential elements of the Programme of Study for physical education (PE)?  Please also set out why these elements are essential and at what age or key stage. If you prefer to submit evidence separately on this matter, please send this to: NCReview.DOCUMENTS@education.gsi.gov.uk 

In answering, please bear in mind the Government's intention that the new Programme of Study for physical education should be much shorter and simpler than now.
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	Comments:



	


12 b) Considering your response to the above, should the Programme of Study for physical education be set out on a year by year basis or as is currently, for each key stage?
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	Year by Year
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	Key Stages
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


13 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make about the issues covered in this section.
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	Comments:



	


SECTION E: Other subjects currently in the National Curriculum (Q14a -Q22)
As noted in the introduction to Section C, the overall aim of the review is to slim down the National Curriculum, thus giving teachers greater freedom to use their professional expertise to design a school curriculum that best meets the needs of their pupils. 

The remit for the review makes clear that English, mathematics, science and physical education will remain subjects within the National Curriculum at all four key stages in future, and in Part D we asked for your views on the content of the Programmes of Study for those subjects.   For all other subjects that are currently part of the National Curriculum - art and design, citizenship, design and technology, geography, history, information and communication technology (ICT), modern foreign languages and music - the review will consider whether or not they should remain National Curriculum subjects and if so at which key stages. For any subject which it is decided should not be part of the National Curriculum in future, the review will also consider whether that subject, or any aspect of it should nevertheless be compulsory (but without a statutory Programme of Study) at certain key stages, and/or whether the Government should produce non-statutory guidance on the curriculum for the subject.

This section seeks your views on these issues.  Please bear in mind in considering your responses that removing a subject from the National Curriculum would not mean that that subject was not important, or that schools should stop teaching it.  Instead, it would mean that it is not necessary for the Government to specify in a statutory Programme of Study precisely what should be taught in that subject, and that decisions should instead be made at local level, by individual schools and teachers.

Because decisions on these issues need to be taken before work starts on drafting new Programmes of Study, this Call for Evidence does not ask for detailed suggestions for the content of those Programmes of Study:  a further Call for Evidence on that will follow early in 2012.  If, in the meantime, you would like to submit any evidence relating to the content of potential Programmes of Study in subjects covered in this section, you can email it to: NCReview.DOCUMENTS@education.gsi.gov.uk
Note: Personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) and religious education (RE) are not part of the National Curriculum and are not being considered as part of this review.  In the Schools White Paper -' The Importance of Teaching' - The Government announced its intention to conduct a separate review of PSHE education.  No changes to the statutory basis for religious education are planned.
Art and Design
14 a) Art and design is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stages 1-3. In future, do you think art and design should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


14 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


14 c) If you think art and design should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


14 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.

	[image: image92.png]



	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


14 e) For any Key Stages in which you think art and design should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


14 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


Citizenship
15 a) Citizenship is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stages 3 and 4. In future, do you think citizenship should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


15 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


15 c) If you think citizenship should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


15 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


15 e) For any key stages in which you think citizenship should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


15 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


Design and Technology
16 a) Design and technology is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stages 1-3. In future, do you think design and technology should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


16 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.

	[image: image132.png]



	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


16 c) If you think design and technology should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


16 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


16 e) For any key stages in which you think design and technology should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


16 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


Geography
17 a) Geography is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stages 1-3. In future, do you think geography should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


17 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


17 c) If you think geography should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


17 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


17 e) For any key stages in which you think geography should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


17 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
	
	
	
	


	[image: image176.png]



	Comments:



	


History
18 a) History is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stages 1-3. In future, do you think history should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


18 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


18 c) If you think history should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


18 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


18 e) For any key stages in which you think history should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


18 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
19 a) Information and communication technology is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stages 1-4. In future, do you think information and communication technology should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


19 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
	[image: image206.png]



	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


19 c) If you think information and communication technology should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


19 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.

	[image: image212.png]



	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


19 e) For any key stages in which you think information and communication technology should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?
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	Yes
	[image: image218.png]



	No
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	Not Sure


19 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:


	


Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)
20 a) Modern foreign languages is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stage 3 only. In future, do you think modern foreign languages should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
	x
	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


20 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
	x
	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
	x
	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)

	x
	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:

We support teaching MFL in primary schools, and believe that the considerable progress made in the last decade should be maintained. However, the transition problem and the very small amount of curriculum time available reduce the impact on pupils. Moreover, there is very clear evidence (notably from the very comprehensive longitudinal Barcelona Age Factor project as reported in Muñoz, 2006) that younger language learners are only able to benefit from their potential advantage as language learners when they receive massive exposure to the foreign language; it is only with this massive exposure that naturalistic learning of a second language can take place.  Likewise, the Barcelona project demonstrated that the more advanced cognitive development of slightly older learners, from age 11 onwards, helped them to learn more language more quickly – that is, to take advantage of non-naturalistic ways of learning language. Given the very small amounts of exposure that KS2 children receive in our schools, they are unlikely to benefit much from starting young.

The key to increasing uptake, in our opinion, lies in a combination of compulsion (obligatory at KS4, though with alternatives to GCSE as an assessment) and improved curriculum and teaching at KS3. The teaching of knowledge about language (KaL – see our response to 9a) that we support would give late primary and early secondary learners tools for efficient non-naturalistic language learning, and would allow them to enjoy exploring the structure of the target language.
Muñoz, C. (Ed.) 2006.  Age and the Rate of Foreign Language Learning.  Clevedon:  Multilingual Matters.


	


20 c) If you think modern foreign languages should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
	[image: image230.png]



	No
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	Not Sure


20 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


20 e) For any key stages in which you think modern foreign languages should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?

	x
	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


20 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
	x
	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments



	


Music
21 a) Music is currently a compulsory National Curriculum subject, with a statutory Programme of Study, at Key Stages 1-3. In future, do you think music should continue to be a National Curriculum subject?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


21 b) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


21 c) If you think music should not be part of the National Curriculum at one or more key stage, do you think it should be compulsory for pupils to study the subject, but with the content of what is taught being determined by schools and colleges?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


21 d) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
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	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
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	Comments:



	


21 e) For any key stages in which you think music should not be a part of the National Curriculum, do you think the Government should produce a non-statutory programme of study, to be used by schools as guidance?
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	No
	[image: image261.png]



	Not Sure


21 f) If yes, please tick all key stages to which this should apply.
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	Key Stage 1 (5-7 years)
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	Key Stage 2 (7-11 years)
	[image: image264.png]



	Key Stage 3 (11-14 years)
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	Key Stage 4 (14-16 years)
	
	
	
	


	[image: image266.png]



	Comments:



	


Comments
22 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make about the issues covered in this section.
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	Comments:



	


SECTION F: SUPPORTING AND RECOGNISING PROGRESS (Q23a-Q26)
Currently, the National Curriculum defines pupils' attainment through subject specific Attainment Targets which set out 8 level descriptors (Level 1 to Level 8) describing what pupils should be able to do to achieve each level. The expectation is that most pupils achieve:

· Level 2 at the end of Key Stage 1

· Level 4 at the end of Key Stage 2; and

· Level 5/6 at the end of Key Stage 3.

At the end of Key Stage 4 pupils are assessed through GCSE examinations.

Under the 2002 Education Act the specified purpose of statutory assessments for the key stages is to ascertain what pupils have achieved in relation to the attainment targets (eg the knowledge, skills and understanding which pupils of different abilities and maturities are expected to have) for that key stage.

Schools also have a responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils, and the National Curriculum statutory inclusion statement sets out three principles for developing an inclusive curriculum:

· Setting suitable learning challenges.

· Responding to pupils' diverse learning needs.

· Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

In setting out the range of needs of pupils, the current National Curriculum includes the following groups of pupils:

· gifted and talented

· pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities

· pupils from different ethnic groups including travellers, refugees and asylum seekers

· pupils who are learning English as an additional language

· boys and girls with different needs

· children in care

This section is about your views on supporting progress of all pupils. In particular, whether there are credible alternatives to attainment targets that would better support and recognise all pupils' progress, irrespective of their attainment and background, and how to address the needs of all pupils though the National Curriculum.

23 a)  Do you think the National Curriculum should continue to specify the requirements for each of the 8 levels of achievement?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:



	


23 b) If you have answered no or not sure, what alternative(s) do you propose to replace Attainment Target level descriptors? You may want to suggest different approaches for different subjects and/or different key stages.
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	Comments:



	


24 Within each Programme of Study, how should the curriculum and attainment targets be defined to ensure appropriate education for pupils in a wide range of circumstances as learners?
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25 a) How do you think the needs of low-attaining pupils should be addressed through the National Curriculum?
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25 b) How do you think the needs of high-attaining pupils should be addressed through the National Curriculum?
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25 c) How do you think the needs of pupils with special educational needs and disability (SEND) should be addressed through the National Curriculum?
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	Comments:



	


25 d) How do you think the needs of other specific groups of pupils should be addressed through the National Curriculum?
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26 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make about the issues covered in this section.
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	Comments:



	


SECTION G: INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS (Q27a - Q28)
The remit for the review makes clear that we need to learn from the very best that has been achieved in other jurisdictions - countries or regions within countries - and ensure that the construction and content of the new National Curriculum is based upon international best practice. 

This section seeks your views on what can be learned from other countries and states to inform the development of the National Curriculum. Your views may be based on particular expertise in international comparisons, or from your own experiences of living or working in particular countries.

We would be particularly keen to learn about international comparisons beyond the commonly assessed areas of literacy, mathematics and science in the PISA, TIMMS and PIRLS studies.

27 a) Please give examples of any jurisdictions that could usefully be examined to inform the new National Curriculum.  Please also briefly describe the reasons for the examples given.
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	Comments:

According to the 2009 results of the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), we unfortunately conclude that students in many countries in the world outperform the UK with respect to reading. China (Shanghai) and South Korea top the list, with most major English-speaking countries (including Canada, New Zealand, Australia, and the US) ranking higher than the UK as well. In the European context, students in Finland, the Netherlands, Belgium, Norway, Estonia, Switzerland, Poland, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Sweden, Germany, Ireland, France, and Denmark all leave their UK peers behind.


	


27 b) Considering your response to question 27a above, what features of their national curricula or wider education systems are most significant in explaining their success?
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	Comments:
Both in South Korea and in the only 2 European countries that are in the top 10 of the (2009) PISA ranking for reading, Finland and The Netherlands, children are engaged. In the thorough analysis of the mother tongue, prominently including its grammatical structure. This analysis continues to the end of secondary school.  Moreover, in at least one of these countries (The Netherlands) grammatical analysis is separately assessed in public examinations.
Russia (and many other Eastern European countries, especially Bulgaria and Poland) take grammatical analysis very seriously at school. One of their main achievements is the invention of the Linguistics Olympiad (in Moscow in the 1960s), a competition in language analysis for school children. The Moscow olympiads have given birth to an annual international event, the International Linguistics Olympiad, where the dominant countries are Russia, Bulgaria and Poland (with the USA as a very successful recent entry). The website is http://www.ioling.org/.  Interestingly, the champions of these olympiads tend to be equally strong in mathematics (for instance, two of the USA team in 2010 also represented the USA in the International Mathematics Olympiad), which illustrates the strong link that we mention in 9a between language analysis and general thinking skills.

Spain happens to be a country included in our survey (mentioned in 9a) of school-leavers’ knowledge of grammatical terminology. Even though the test used English terminology, Spanish students performed better than any UK group. Our colleague in Spain explains: "Spanish school-leavers have undergone formal language teaching for many years, and have been required to reflect on the formal properties of their L1 [first language], becoming aware of language properties and  rules. They have both implicit and explicit knowledge of the  mother  tongue and find it 'natural' to transfer this explicit  knowledge to  the L2 learning process.”


	


28 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make about the issues covered in this section.
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	Comments:



	


SECTION H: HOW CHILDREN LEARN (Q29)
The remit for the review makes clear that the National Curriculum should express clearly the progression that pupils should make in each subject, and that this progression should be informed by the best available evidence on how children learn. For example, at what age should particular concepts first be introduced, how should these be sequenced in the most appropriate age-related order to develop deep learning and how should this evidence be best reflected in Programmes of Study for particular subjects?

This section is about your views on the best available evidence on how children acquire particular knowledge, and understanding of concepts and principles, to inform the development of the National Curriculum. Your views may be based on particular research, expertise or from your own experiences of teaching.

Our aim in seeking this information is to help inform the sequencing of knowledge at different ages with the National Curriculum Programmes of Study. We would welcome all evidence relevant to this issue, whether broadly based or focused on particular knowledge and concepts within a given subject (eg understanding ratio and proportion within mathematics).

29 What research evidence on how children learn provides the most useful insights into how particular knowledge should best be sequenced within the National Curriculum Programmes of Study?

If drawing on particular research evidence, please provide a brief summary of the evidence, with a reference or web address to key studies or research summaries.  Alternatively, you can email the evidence to: NCReview.DOCUMENTS@education.gsi.gov.uk and refer to it here.

	[image: image282.png]



	Comments

:

???


	


SECTION I: TRANSITION (Q30- Q33)
The review will be taking into account the emerging conclusions of the review of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) by Dame Clare Tickell to ensure a smooth transition from the EYFS to Key Stage 1. The review will also take into account the need for the National Curriculum to be embodied readily into GCSE subject criteria and support the effective operation of public examinations at the end of compulsory schooling.  The development of new GCSE criteria themselves is outside the scope of this review.

This section is about your views on how to best take into account the key transition periods in schooling in developing the new National Curriculum.

30 What are the most important factors to consider in developing the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 to ensure a smooth transition from the Early Years Foundation Stage?
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31 What are the most important factors to consider in developing the National Curriculum for Key Stage 3 to ensure a smooth transition from Key Stage 2?
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	Comments:



	


32 What are the most important factors to consider in developing the National Curriculum for Key Stage 4 to ensure the effective operation of GCSE and other public examinations?
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	Comments:



	


33 Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make about the issues covered in this section.
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SECTION J: IMPLEMENTATION (Q34 - Q35)
This section is about what arrangements need to be put in place to support the successful implementation of the new National Curriculum in schools. For example, this may relate to teacher training, inspection, statutory assessment, support and guidance for schools, etc.
As explained in Section C, the Government's intention is that the implementation of the new National Curriculum should be phased in, with new Programmes of Study for English, mathematics, science and physical education published in autumn 2012 for first teaching in schools from September 2013, and those for other subjects published in autumn 2013 for first teaching in schools from 2014.  The remit for the review includes consideration of what further phasing may be necessary (for example whether the new Programmes of Study should be introduced in all key stages/year groups simultaneously, or over a period of time).

34 What are the particular issues that need to be considered in phasing the introduction of the new National Curriculum in the way proposed, with Programmes of Study in some subjects introduced in 2013 and the rest a year later?
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35 What other arrangements, if any, need to be considered in implementing the new National Curriculum, and how they should be addressed?

	


SECTION K:  OTHER ISSUES AND COMPLETING THIS CALL FOR EVIDENCE (Q36-Q37)
36 Please use this space for any other evidence or views you wish to feed into the review at this stage.

	[image: image288.png]



	Comments:



	


37 Finally, please let us have your views on responding to this Call for Evidence (eg the number and type of questions, was it easy to find, understand, complete etc.)
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Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply _
Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?

	xYes
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No



All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 738212 / email: donna.harrison@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 14 April 2011

Send by post to: 
Department for Education
Consultation Unit Area Level 1 C
Castle View House
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

Send by e-mail to:  NCReview.RESPONSES@education.gsi.gov.uk
�Did you really want to tick the ‘Yes’ box here?


�Could we ask some people like Debbie Myhill for advice here? I can't really add much.


�I don’t have information to hand and am rushed off my feet, but if no one else comes up with the goods I can talk to Terezinha Nunes and Peter Bryant to try and flesh this section out.
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