IPA Examination

Sample passage for dictation of colloquial English to be transcribed
phonetically.

The examiner first dictates the whole passage to familiarize the candidates
with the contents. S/he then dictates it again, word group by word group,
repeating each word group perhaps ten times, with plenty of time between
repetitions. Finally s/he dictates the whole passage once more.

The passage is dictated in Received Pronunciation.

Students are instructed to produce a broad/phonemic transcription with
rhythmical stress marks. No particular symbol set is prescribed, providing it
uses the IPA alphabet. In practice most candidates use the notation found in
Jones's English Pronouncing Dictionary (15th edition, ed. Roach & Hartman,
CUP 1997) and Longman Pronunciation Dictionary (Wells, Longman 1990) or
the very slightly different notation in Gimson's Pronunciation of English (5th
edition, ed. Cruttenden, Edward Arnold 1994).

'wot obaut 'gouln to 'ri:dznts 'pak | and 'havig o 'luk ot 09 'spriy
'flavaz | bifo: der 'o:l gep 'bloun a'wer | bar d1s 'horabl 'wind ||

der 'ser 09 'tju:lips @ mag'nifisnt '01f j3: || arv 'dzas got to 'tfeinds
mar 'larbri buks | an a1 'wonts 'gou to 05 'delika'tesn fop 'neks 'do:|
derv got 'ra:dar o 'nars 't{izz ded | 'kavad 1y 'grerp pips || 'if a1 get o
'pekit o 'biskits o0z 'wel | wi 'marp phaps 'sit m 82 'pak | m 'meik

o Irt] 'prknik 'ov 1t || o: wudzu 'ra:09 gou 'houm an 'sip bar 09 'faro ||



