
IPA Examination

Sample passage for dictation of colloquial English to be transcribed
phonetically.

The examiner first dictates the whole passage to familiarize the candidates
with the contents. S/he then dictates it again, word group by word group,
repeating each word group perhaps ten times, with plenty of time between
repetitions. Finally s/he dictates the whole passage once more.

The passage is dictated in Received Pronunciation.

Students are instructed to produce a broad/phonemic transcription with
rhythmical stress marks. No particular symbol set is prescribed, providing it
uses the IPA alphabet. In practice most candidates use the notation found in
Jones's English Pronouncing Dictionary (15th edition, ed. Roach & Hartman,
CUP 1997) and Longman Pronunciation Dictionary (Wells, Longman 1990) or
the very slightly different notation in Gimson's Pronunciation of English (5th
edition, ed. Cruttenden, Edward Arnold 1994).

!vPs ?a`Ts !f?THM s? !qh9cYm<sr !o@9j { ?mc !gzuHM ? !kTj ?s C? !roqHM 

!ek`T?y { aHeN9 CdH !N9k fdo !ak?Tm ?!vdH { a`H CHr !gPq?akÿ !vHmc {{

CdH !rdH C? !sit9kHor ? lzf!mHeHrm<s !CHR i29 {{ `Hu !cYUr fPs s? !sRdHmcY 

l`H !k`Haqh aTjr { ?m `H !vPms? !f?T s? C? !cdkHj?!sdrm< RPo !mdjr !cN9{{

 CdHu fPs !q@9C?q ? !m`Hr !sRh9y Cd? { !jUu?c HM !fqdHo oHor {{ !He `H fds ?

 !ozjHs ? !aHrjHsr ?y !vdk { vh !l`Ho ogzor !rHs Hm C? !o@9j { l< !ldHj 

? kHskÿ !oHjmHj !Pu Hs {{ N9 vTcYt !q@9C? f?T !g?Tl ?m !rHo a`H C? !e`H? {{


